Public Health and Rural America:  Ready AND Not!
Five years after the largest influx of new federal funds into the public health system ever, how prepared are we to respond to emergencies affecting population health?  This question is being asked in Washington, D.C., as Congress considers reauthorization of the Public Health Security and Bioterrorism Preparedness and Response Act of 2002.  It is also being asked in state capitals, as governors and legislators review their states’ emergency plans in the wake of Hurricanes Katrina and Rita, and by residents in communities across the U.S., as people acknowledge the 5th anniversary of 9/11 and the threat, and the fear, of pandemic influenza grows.

Although reauthorization of emergency preparedness monies on the federal level is vital to this effort, rural communities have unique needs that must be integrated into planning at the local, state and federal levels and that should inform public policy and appropriations in the future.  

To learn more about the preparedness of some of America’s rural areas and the obstacles they face, two Maine Center for Public Health fellows---Paul Kuehnert and Hugh Tilson---collaborated with Maine journalist Julia Hanauer-Milne in early 2006.  Milne traveled to Mississippi, Nebraska, and Northern Maine to hear from people on the front lines of public health planning.

Read the full report here:   _______________________link
Download the 2-page policy summary paper here:  ________________________link

When asking “Are we ready?” we must remember two fundamental truths about public health preparedness:  We are only as ready as we are today; and we are only as ready as the least prepared of our communities.  

For more information, contact Paul Kuehnert at:  Paul.Kuehnert@gmail.com or call:  630-444-3021

Printed copies of the report may be obtained by contacting Viki Wills at the Maine Center for Public Health:  207-
